
Soon, your class will be visiting the Big Lab and testing energy and investigating 
design by using sailboats in the Water Works pool. In this activity, you’ll get an idea of 
how wind creates energy to move an object and how different designs affect how the 
object moves.

For Balloon Set-Up
 - 4 yards of String (preferably a fishing line or kite string)
 - Something to tie the string to such as a chair or doorknob
 - Any variety of balloons, which may include a:
  - Party balloon
  - Long, twisting balloon typically used to make animals
  - Water balloon
  - Rocket balloon
 - As many straws as there are balloons
 - Scotch tape
For Recording Data
 - Ruler
 - Pencil/ pen
 - Paper

In the Big Lab, giant fans will blow a sailboat of your own design across the Water 
Works pool.  We’ll see how wind power works in this activity although it will work 
slightly different from what you do in the Big Lab since the wind will be coming from 
your vehicle instead of from an outside source.
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