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Rocky Settlements

Soon, your class will be visiting the Big Lab and testing erosion in the Exploration
Grove. In this activity, you'll get an idea of how rocks, mud, and other earthly materials
settle to the bottom of water.
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Materials (quantities for one group) i

For Water Set-Up
- Large, Empty Jar with any label stickers taken off
- Watertight lid for the jar
- Water
- Earthly materials that may include rocks, gravel, sand, mud, clay, pebbles, and silt

For Recording Data
- Ruler
- Pencil/ pen
- Paper
- Stopwatch

In the Big Lab’s Exploration Grove, you will get to use a stream table to see how water
and different-sized materials interact with each other in a live stream. In this activity,
we’ll get to use a small sample of earth and see how it settles in water.

1. Fill the large jar with your earthly materials so that it is slightly more than 50% full. Try to use
the same amount of each material.
. Fill the rest of the jar with water.

. Cover the jar with the lid. Make sure that it’s tight.

. Shake the jar for a whole minute.

. Start the stopwatch.

. Record how long it takes each of the materials to settle (as best as possible)
. Record where each of the materials settled.
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